BADDEST MEN ON THE PLANET
The Superhero: Samson

Judges 14:5-6 (NLT)

As Samson and his parents were going down to Timnah, a
young lion suddenly attacked Samson near the vineyards of
Timnah. At that moment the Spirit of the Lord came
powerfully upon him, and he ripped the lion’s jaws apart
with his bare hands. He did it as easily as if it were a young
goat. But he didn’t tell his father or mother about it.

TRUE STRENGTH IS FINDING THE STRENGTH TO
CHANGE

Judges 15:14-17 (NLT)

As Samson arrived at Lehi, the Philistines came shouting in
triumph. But the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon
Samson, and he snapped the ropes on his arms as if they
were burnt strands of flax, and they fell from his wrists.
Then he found the jawbone of a recently killed donkey. He
picked it up and killed 7,000 Philistines with it. Then Samson
said, “With the jawbone of a donkey, I've piled them in
heaps! With the jawbone of a donkey, I've killed a thousand
men!” When he finished his boasting, he threw away the
Jjawbone; and the place was named Jawbone Hill.

Judges 16:17-21 (NLT)

Finally, Samson shared his secret with her. “My hair has
never been cut,” he confessed, “for | was dedicated to God
as a Nazirite from birth. If my head were shaved, my
strength would leave me, and | would become as weak as
anyone else.” Delilah realized he had finally told her the
truth, so she sent for the Philistine rulers. “Come back one
more time,” she said, “for he has finally told me his secret.”
So the Philistine rulers returned with the money in their
hands. Delilah lulled Samson to sleep with his head in her
lap, and then she called in @ man to shave off the seven
locks of his hair. In this way she began to bring him down,
and his strength left him. Then she cried out, “Samson! The
Philistines have come to capture you!” When he woke up,
he thought, “I will do as before and shake myself free.” But



he didn’t realize the Lord had left him. So the Philistines
captured him and gouged out his eyes. They took him to
Gaza, where he was bound with bronze chains and forced
to grind grain in the prison.

TRUE STRENGTH IS USING YOUR GIFTS TO SERVE THE
LORD AND NOT YOURSELF

Judges 16:26-30 (NLT)

Samson said to the young servant who was leading him by
the hand, “Place my hands against the pillars that hold up
the temple. | want to rest against them.” Now the temple
was completely filled with people. All the Philistine rulers
were there, and there were about 3,000 men and women
on the roof who were watching as Samson amused them.
Then Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord,
remember me again. O God, please strengthen me just one
more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines
for the loss of my two eyes.” Then Samson put his hands on
the two center pillars that held up the temple. Pushing
against them with both hands, he prayed, “Let me dije with
the Philistines.” And the temple crashed down on the
Philistine rulers and all the people. So he killed more people
when he died than he had during his entire lifetime.



